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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 February 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 20 September 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The status of the claims is as follows: 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12-18, 22, 23, 26, and 29-32 are currently amended; 
Claims 3, 6, 7, 9, 1 1 , 19-21 , 23, 25, 27, and 28 are as originally filed; 
Claims 33 and 34 are added; and 
Claims 1-34 are cancelled. 

2. The objections to claim 1 , 2, 4-6, 8, 10, 12-18, 23, 26, and 29-31 are 
WITHDRAWN in view of the Amendment, filed 12 December 2007. 

3. The 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, rejections to claim 16 is WITHDRAWN in 
view of the Amendment, filed 1 2 December 2007. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pp. 7-8, filed 12 December 2007, with 
respect to the rejection of claims 1-32 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Goodman et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,616,613 B1 ("Goodman"), have been fully 
considered, but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant contends, see Remarks, pp. 7-8, that "none of the embodiments of the 
Goodman system disclose obtaining the information when an interface module is in 
indirect communication with the subject's body". However, this argument is not 
persuasive. 
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Firstly, Goodman does, in fact, teach an interface member ("input device") 20 
that is configured to function when in indirect communication with the subject's body 
(see fig. 2. In other words, interface member 20 obtains blood pressure information 
outside the body rather than directly communicating with the subject's body by obtaining 
blood pressure from the artery that is inside the body (where the interface member 
would be subcutaneous to be considered directly communicating). 

Secondly, in response to Applicant's argument that Goodman does not teach "an 
interface member that is configured to function when in indirect communication with the 
subject's body", a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a 
structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is 
capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. Here, Applicant's 
claimed "interface member" is not structurally different than Goodman's "input device" 
20. 

Thirdly, because it is not clear what the function of the interface member is when 
it is in indirect communication with the subject's body, see 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph rejection below, Goodman can also be interpreted as performing any 
function, e.g. appearing as a computer mouse-like structure, while positioned away from 
the subject's body. 

For the above reasons, Applicant's amended independent claims 1 , 22, and 32 
do not distinguish over Goodman. Thus, the rejections of claims 1-32 are maintained. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 -34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claims 1 , 22, and 32, it is not clear what is the function of the interface 
member while it is in indirect communication with the body. 

Claims 2-21 , 23-31 , 33, and 34 are rejected because of their dependencies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Goodman. 

Claims 1-21 : Goodman teaches a blood pressure and pulse rate system for deriving the 
blood pressure and pulse of a subject, said system (see Abstract) comprising: an 
interface member, e.g. handle ("input device") 20; a sensor module ("PPG sensor") 12 
in communication with the interface member 20 and coupled to the subject, said sensor 
module 12 is a pressure determining device for detecting a pulse wave form and pulse 
rate ("PPG signal" or "pulse contour", see col. 11,1. 66, to col. 12, 1. 34, and col. 15, 1. 
26, to col. 16, 1. 42) ; a processor module ("processing device") 14 that analyzes the 
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pulse wave form and pulse rate signal for deriving variants of blood pressure, such as 
systolic or diastolic pressure (see col. 5, II. 16-37, and col. 29, 1. 33, to col. 30, 1. 16); an 
output module, such as a display 5, a printer 11, a communication network 18, or web 
server 16 (see fig. 15B); wherein the sensor module and processor module are in 
wireless communication (see col. 13, II. 50-57) or hard wired communication 13 (see fig. 
2); an archival storage module ("web server") 16; 

Claims 22-34 : Because the method and computer program product of claims 22- 
34 are not distinct from the subject matter of claims 1-4,11 -1 3, 1 5, 1 6, and 21 , 
Goodman teaches claims 22-34 for the same reasons as claims 1-4, 11 -1 3,15,1 6, and 
21 discussed above. 



Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NAVIN NATNITHITHADHA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4732. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor, II can be reached on (571) 272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charles A. Marmor, II/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 

/N.N./ Art Unit 3735 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735 

05/29/2008 
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